Minutes of the CCR-FYI Steering Committee Meeting

June 29th, 2006, Thursday 11:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Members present: 
Bethesda campus: Kwang Suh, Girish Patel, Haiqing Li, Martin Guimond, Tamaro Hudson, Margaret Pratt, Swati Choksi, Elena Ambrosino, Anne Gussow, Maarten Leerkes.
Frederick campus: Susan Lindtner, Kevin Chang, Gillian Whittaker, Stephen Maher, Toby Schmid, Jordan Irvin, Joseph Manimala, Arti Santhanam, Melissa Maderia.
Gaitherburg campus: Heidi Erickson, Jennifer Shen
Members excused: Nicole La Ronde Le Blanc, Veronique Pascal, Veronica Hall.

1) Call to order.   

Welcome to new members!

New member: Gonzalo de la Rosa 

2)

A. Congratulations to everyone on being awarded the NIH Merit Award. 

It was decided that a formal letter with FYI letterhead should be sent to Dr. Staurt Yuspa to thank him recommending the award.

B. Retreat committee: Monthly progress report (Girish, Gillian)

The time and place for next retreat will probably be from Feb 28th to March 2nd in Ocean City. Jean felt that they were very accommodating to us last year. The hotel may be different. 

 
Girish summarized the potential speakers for the retreat. For Non-NH: Dr. Sydney Brenner, Dr. Leland H. Hartwell, Dr. David Baltimore and Dr. John E. Dick. For NIH: Dr. Polly Matzinger, Dr. Steve Holland and (in reserve) Dr Susan Gottesman. The invitation will be sent out soon.


The ideas for workshop were discussed. Please email to Gillian about new ideas. Current ideas are: How to succeed at science workshop (Jonathan Yewdell and Shirley Tilghman) Personal Finance (US and non-US), Scientific Writing, Interview Technique/Resume Critique, NIH Core Facility. 


The volunteers for Outstanding Fellow Award sub-committee are: Kwang, Elena (Bethesda campus) and Joseph (Frederick campus). They will send emails to both PI and fellows to invite the nominations for the award, as well as a poster campaign. The nominations will be limited to NCI/CCR fellows. 


Career Fair was voted to be included in the retreat. The retreat committee will compile a list of companies to be approached and workout how to fit it into the meeting schedule.

C. Postdoc orientation issues at NCI-Frederick- Melissa and Arti will report on their meeting with the Administrative Officer Lori Holiday.

In Frederick campus, FYI steering committee members will be able to have 10 minutes at the end of new fellow (CRTA and visiting fellows) orientation to inform them about the CCR-FYI. Members volunteered for this talk. The objective is to highlight the presence of the CCR-FYI and the guide doc program in an attempt to encourage communication between CCR postdocs and the CCR-FYI. Similar orientation and talk will be proposed for Bethesda campus, if it is successful in Frederic Campus. Lori has given us a schedule for the orientations and members in Frederick have signed up to take part in it.

3) Outstanding items:

- Leftover from the 2006 retreat - Letter for nominated post-doctoral fellow? (Martin)

Sent and received.

-Irradiation Issue: Did Martin send a letter of objection?

No. Since it is a request from US Homeland Security, objection will be of no use. Martin pointed out that the stipend was given in the first business day of the month for visiting fellows (The same holds true for CRTA fellows). Fellows as a sole income source for a family may need the money at the first day of the month. It was noted that changing the situation may be time-consuming. It was voted that the problem did not affect majority of the fellows and the steering committee will not get involved.

- Did Vi Black from NCMHD find volunteers to schedule lab tours for students in the National Youth Initiative? – Martin

Don’t know. Anne will send an email to ask.

-Veronique Pascal brought the point that companies interested to come to our job fair were asking for a business card from our association. She has a sample print if anyone is interested.

Veronique will email the sample print to steering committee listserv.

-Job fair in Frederick: The Army is holding a job fair next month and has invited us to participate if we want to. Kevin and Arti will visit the fair next month to determine if it will be beneficial for us to accept their invitation next year.

A suitable time for job fair in Frederick campus may be Friday 2-4 PM.

4)
Subcommittee Reports

a. Scientific Subcommittee
Post-doc seminar Series:  Haiqing and Anne are coordinating brown bag lunch for CCR grand rounds. Any announcements?

Anne announced the progress for post-doc seminar series in Bethesda campus. It will restart this fall. Anne will email the sample letters to steering committee listserv.
b. Publicity/Social Subcommittee:
i. Newsletter:  Kevin will put out the newsletter in JULY.

ii. E-Mail:  Jennifer monitors and answers email that gets sent to the website. Any emails?

iii. NPA and FELCOM: Updates from Martin/Marten and 

Gillian/Heidi.

iv. NIH-Visiting fellows committee: Girish

v. Guide Doc Updates?

vi. Social for Summer- barbeque, bowling?, Baseball game?

It will be discussed through steering committee listserv.

The floor is open for new business or announcements. 

Adjourn meeting.
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