

SC Meeting Agenda


Fellows and Young Investigators Steering Committee Meeting

Thursday July 31, 2008

Time:  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Bethesda:  Building 31, Room 3A11
Dial in Number:  (301) 451-6103
phone: (301) 846-1659

Frederick:  Building 549, Executive Board Room
Dial in Number:  (301) 451-6101
phone: (301) 846-
Gaithersburg ATC:  8717 Grovemont Circle, Rm 142

Dial-in Number: (301) 451-6102
phone: (301) 402-0441
Members In attendance

Bethesda: Thomas Paul, Christian Capitini, Ewy Mathe, Matt Hall, Sharon Glynn, Liang Huang, Brid Ryan, Mary Velthius
Gaithersburg: Jennifer Shen, Jinesh Gheeya (new; gheeyaj2@mail.nih.gov)
Frederick: Tim Chan, Stephanie Watkins, Albert van Wyh, Jim Gould, Gonzalo de la Rosa, Rasmi Thomas, Jill Ford, Julie Torruellas Garcia, Geraldine O’Connor, Jordan Irvin, Cynthia St. Hilaire (new; sthilairec@mail.nih.gov), Kristen Jacobsen, Leslie Chinn, Jeong heon Yoon (new; yoonj@mail.nih.gov), George Lountos, Karen Wylie
Agenda Items:

1. Call to Order

a. Welcome to new members and introductions

2. Excused Absences

a. Poonam Tewary, Selinda Orr, Ram Savan, Michal Legiewicz, Ted Wright, Andy Stewart, Krista Zanetti, Masha Mohebtash, Jun Wang, Orla Casey, Raed Samara, Jacinta Arrington
3. Departures
Paul Schaughency, Kristin Jacobsen, Paul Hynes
4. Approval of June meeting minutes

a. June meeting minutes have been distributed 
5. Felcom Update (Jennifer)

a. Nothing to report however a discussion was brought up about leave policies for fellows.  Dr. Joan Schwartz from NIH Office of Intramural Research clarified the policies for us, see the attached document
6. 2008 NIH Research Festival (October 14-17; http://researchfestival.nih.gov)

a. Tim has requested a table and a meeting on July 31 to discuss logistics of all interested parties in having a table this year at the event.  

b. Will need to develop a volunteer list as the time comes nearer and once we get more details.

Tom and Christian will attend planning meeting
7. Subcommittee Updates

a. By-Laws/Policy Committee -None 

The by-laws have been updated to reflect the approved changes from June 2008. Tom will send to Ewy to upload on website.
b. Scientific Committee
Formal results of the scientific survey have been postponed. Christian will distribute results through the listserv. Preliminary results were discussed. Satisfaction among NCI fellows was high. Majority would recommend a NCI postdoc to their peers. People were interested in childcare, retirement, and disability benefits for postdocs. An area that may need improvement is PI involvement in fellows networking in their field.
i. Bethesda PASS

1. Bethesda's PASS seminar is currently on break until September 9th, 2008; Scott Morgan will open up the series. 

2. During the past PASS seminar, Scott Morgan generously coached the speaker, Krista Zanetti, for free and Krista passed along some good tips which the audience found useful.  About 12 people attended this seminar.

3. We will directly send emails to past speakers who have not been attending the PASS seminar and encourage them to "return the favor".
c. Community Life Committee

i. Social Event (Julie/Jill)
1. Picnic/BBQ planned for SC Family and Friends, Saturday Aug. 16 @ 11AM at Seneca Creek State Park
2. This location seems like a good choice since it is in Gaithersburg and about 30 mins from both Frederick and Bethesda. They have picnic tables and grills, a lake, kayak and canoe rentals, hiking trails, a playground and even a disc golf course

3. An email will be sent out asking people to RSVP and to let us know what they will bring (food/drinks/paper products, etc) to make sure everything gets covered

4. Alternative Rain-date:  Sunday Aug. 17

ii. Website (Ewy)

1. The website is now updated online, the by-laws is the last item that needs to be updated. 

2. I plan to make updates at the time of the CCR-FYI meetings each month so if anyone has any website updates, please send them several days prior to the meetings.  Thanks for everyone's comments and suggestions!

d. Retreat Committee (Brid)

i. Past meeting was held on July 25th
ii. Location and venue are still being researched by Julia Poms (Palladian Partners).  We hope to set a Date and Location by the Middle of August.  We are having her search other locations; however, strict rules about state smoking restrictions and per diem costs make the Clarion at Ocean City the front-runner for location once again.  
iii. Keynote Speakers.  An email was sent regarding the keynote speaker selection on Monday July 28th.  We are using survey monkey to handle the voting.  Last day to vote is Monday August 4th.  Four loosely defined categories were created to assure that we filled a wide range of interest.  There are 6 individuals in each category, vote 1 for your favorite down to 6 for your least favorite.  As with steering committee officer selections, the person from each category with the lowest score will receive the first invitations to speak at the retreat.  When a first choice declines we will move down the list to ask the next individual.    
All SC committee members are eligible to vote on this.
iv. 2009 Outstanding Postdoc
1. An email was sent to NCI PIs regarding the nomination of fellows on Monday July 28th.  They will have until August 22nd to nominate fellows.  
2. We need 1-2 more volunteers to sit on the Outstanding Postdoc search committee.  
Matt Hall, Sharon Glynn, and Stephanie Watkins volunteered
3. The committee reviews the abstracts and asks the nominees to present a 15-minute oral presentation of their talk.
4. After listening to the presentations, the search committee chose the winner.  
v. Career Fair.  A list is currently being compiled of potential career fair companies.  Due to the large number of companies, we are looking for volunteers to assist contacting them.  Please contact Orla Casey or Krista Zanetti if you are willing to help.
Tom Paul and Ewy Mathe volunteered
vi. Next retreat committee meeting will be held at 7pm on August 13th at the Rockville Town center.  Restaurant TBD.
8. Thank you letters for Drs Wiltrout and Niederhuber in regards to the cost-of living adjustment to our salaries
a. Preliminary draft?

Krista is working on the draft and will send it to Tim
9. Discussion on the issue about Post-doc Vacation/leave time
a. Should we be ensuring that all fellows know the amount of time that can be requested and have PIs follow?

Mary Velthuis informed the committee that NCI has its own statement on post doc leave and that the language is intentionally vague to allow flexibility between fellows and their PIs.

10. New Business
11. Adjournment:  Next meeting is August 28th, 2008 at 11 AM.
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