

SC Meeting Agenda


Fellows and Young Investigators Steering Committee Meeting

Thursday August 28, 2008

Time:  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Bethesda:  Building 31, Room 3A11
Dial in Number:  (301) 435-4223
phone: (301) 
Frederick:  Building 549, Conference Room A
Dial in Number:  (301) 435-4225
phone: (301) 846-1659
Gaithersburg ATC:  8717 Grovemont Circle, Rm 142

Dial-in Number: (301) 435-4224
phone: (301) 402-0441
Attendance: 
Frederick:  Jim Gould, Albert Van Wyk, Michaela Wendler, Michel Legiewicz, Rasmi Thomas, Stephanie Watkins, Karen Wylie, Cynthia St Hilaire, George Lountos, Jill Ford, Selinda Orr, Geraldine O’Connor, Leslie Chinn, Neeraj Sharma, Gonzalo De La Rosa, Ram Savan, Ted Wright, Jessica Walrath, Julie Torruellas Garcia, Tim Chan
Bethesda: Liang Huang, Sharon Glynn, Ewy Mathe, Christian Capitini, Francis Mussai (FMussai1@jhmi.edu), Orla Casey, Thomas Paul

Gaithersburg: Jinesh Gheeya
Agenda Items:

1. Call to Order

a. Welcome to new members and introductions

2. Excused Absences
a. Poonam Tewary; Jennifer Shen, Mahsa Mohebtash (clinic obligations) Brid Ryan, Krista Zanetti
3. Approval of June meeting minutes

a. July meeting minutes have been distributed 
4. Felcom Update (Jennifer):
a. Nothing to report 

Tom added that there are a number of seminars and workshops being held international fellows for improving spoken English. Additionally, the Chinese fellows association is organizing lunches with native English speakers volunteers as opportunity to practice their English skills. 
5. Felcom Rep for Frederick

a. Karen Wylie currently holds the position and her term is up in October.  Is there anyone else interested in taking over this position.

Cynthia St. Hilaire has volunteered for this position
6. 2008 NIH Research Festival (October 14-17; http://researchfestival.nih.gov)

a. Tom and Christian attended the planning meeting on July 31.  A spot next to the posters has been reserved for us.  We will need to ensure we publicize that most of our events are also for the entire NIH community to participate in (ie. Networking lunches, PASS, etc) while also promoting the FYI to CCR trainees
b. The organizers will distribute more information as the event draws nearer
We will need committee volunteers to sit at the table and hand out literature and speak with NIH fellows. We should make an effort to highlight the pan-NIH events that our committee runs including networking lunches and PASS seminars
7. Subcommittee Updates

a. By-Laws/Policy Committee –
i. An update copy of the by-laws has been posted on the website.
b. Scientific Committee
i. Scientific Survey – Progress

Krista is putting together a statistical analysis of the survey that will be featured in a presentation at the joint meeting in September.
ii. Frederick Postdoc Seminar Series will be starting up again on September 23 at 12:30 in Bldg 549 Auditorium.  SC Members in Frederick should attend to support the series.

iii. We plan to start up PASS on Sept 9th, 2008, although we do not have a speaker for that date yet.  Scott Morgan is unavailable that date and we may have to postpone his visit to November.  Again, we encourage all Bethesda CCR-FYI members to attend the PASS seminar
c. Community Life Committee

i. Social Event (Julie)
1. FYI Picnic Summary: The FYI Picnic was held on Saturday, August 16th at Seneca Creek State Park.  ~25 people attended including FYI SC, spouses, kids and friends.  There was plenty of food and drink to go around.  The location was ideal for a picnic and had a playground for the kids and a lake for canoeing.  Many expressed their interest in making the picnic an annual event (and next time we will definitely have a Piñata!!!).

2. Joint meeting lunch: In September, the FYI joint meeting will be held in Frederick.  We would like to organize a lunch for after the meeting and need suggestions for a restaurant.

3. September Social Event: We will be alternating social events between Bethesda and Frederick.  September’s event would be held in Bethesda and the idea was to invite all NCI postdocs and meet at the Felcom social.

Email will be sent out with more information about the lunch, with regards to choices for restaurant.  

ii. Newsletter

1. Posting of the last newsletter onto the website has been delayed due to the article does not meeting Section 508 compliancy and Tim is working on remedying this prior to the release of the next newsletter

2. Next newsletter – expectation to go out end of September.

There will possibly be a feature about a recent sympsosium held at Hood College “Chemical Insights into Biological Processes” for the newsletter to be submitted by Dr Le Grice.   Michal will look into obtaining the article. 
iii. Website (Ewy)
1. New changes to the website were submitted several weeks ago

2. Please give any updates to Ewy by Thursday September 4th, 5 pm

d. Retreat Committee (Ted)
i. Keynote Speakers.  The voting is in and we have our top picks:

1. Cancer Stem Cells- Carla Kim, Children’s Hospital Boston

2. Genetics- Francis Collins, NIH

3. Virology/Immunology- Anthony Fauci, NIH

4. Translational- Joan Brugge, Harvard

Ted –Budget has not yet been confirmed, but selection process of venues is continuing. 
ii. Letters will be mailed to these individuals as soon as we have a date/location solidified.  

iii. Back-up choices are selected and letters will be sent to them if the first choice speakers decline.

iv. Location.  Still exploring options, but we are getting closer.  Julia Poms from Palladian is just finalizing costs for each location. 

v. Career Fair.  

1. Starting to contact companies so we can get in their calendars.  

2. Discussed leaving time on Day 2 solely for career fair.  Attempt to increase the traffic through the career fair.

Raised the possibility of putting this on one day and reserving specific time during the retreat for the career fair. Tom suggested the possibility of having a room available for companies to hold informational seminars about available positions. 
vi. Next Meeting will be held September 10th, location TBA.  Is anyone not on the retreat committee planning on attending at this time?

8. Thank you letters for Drs Wiltrout and Niederhuber in regards to the cost-of living adjustment to our salaries are ready for signing and will be sent shortly-see attachment for copy of letter
No objections to mail letters as is.
9. New Business


Liang Huang asked about handouts to include in the Bethesda orientation packets. 
10. Adjournment:  Next meeting is a JOINT meeting in Frederick on Thursday, September 25th, 2008 at 11 AM.  Videoconferencing will still be available.
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